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SPECIFICATION 
TITLE 

"A TABLE TOP FOR A PATIENT TROLLEY WITH AN ARMREST" 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to a table top for a patient trolley or gurney 
which has an armrest. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,023,800 Al, whose disclosure is incorporated herein by 
reference thereto, discloses a removable carrier for accessories for a patient positioning table. 
The carrier primarily comprises a vise, upon which is mounted a rail to accept the 
accessories, for example an armrest. However, such armrests are very complicated and 
difficult to attach to this device, which, in turn, is detachably connected on the edge of the 
positioning table. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to the object of providing a table top, for 
example for a patient trolley, which has an armrest that has versatile uses and can be attached 
easily and without problems. These objects are achieved by an armrest which is provided 
with insertion pieces, such as tabs or tongues, arranged angularly that can be inserted into at 
least one of the insertion openings on the edge of the table top. The armrest can then be 
arranged in various angular positions with regard to the plane of the table top. 

It has been found to be advantageous when the insertion pieces or insertion 
tabs or tongues, which have a right angle profile and the accepting insertion opening is an 
insertion slot in the table. The armrest can be arranged in various positions with regard to the 
length of the table top when the table top has a plurality of insertion openings that are 
arranged in a row at identical spacings from one another. The armrest can be provided with 
grip holes in an advantageous manner so that a patient trolley or gurney can be easily moved 
and directed during movement. 
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It has been found to be advantageous when two insertion pieces of the armrest 
fashioned as a pair are arranged at right angles and when one of the insertion pieces exhibits 
the same orientation as the surface of the armrest. 

The armrest can be securely held when two insertion pieces of the armrest 
form a pair and when two pairs are arranged in the armrest, whereby the distance of the 
insertion openings has the same spacing as the distance between the pair of insertion pieces 
or tabs. 

Other advantages and features of the invention will be readily apparent from 
the following description, the claims and drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a partial perspective view of an edge of a table top in accordance with 
the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of an armrest in accordance with the present 

invention; 

Fig. 3 is an end view taken from the upper end of the armrest of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a partial end view of the table top of Fig. 1 with the armrest inserted 
so that the armrest extends in a plane parallel to the plane of the surface of the table top; and 

Fig. 5 is a partial end view of the table top of Fig. 1 with the armrest inserted 
to be extending in a plane at right angles to the surface of the table top. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
The principles of the present invention are particularly useful when 
incorporated in an armrest 6, which is detachably mounted on a table top 1 shown in Figs. 1, 
4 and 5. 



As illustrated in Fig. 1, the table top 1 has an edge profile 2 at its edge that is 
provided with a longitudinal guide 3 and a spacer or brace 4 (see Figs. 4 and 5) to increase 
the rigidity of the edge of the table. Along the edge profile 2, a plurality of insertion slots 5 
are provided on an upper surface 10 of the table top 1 at an equal spacing along the edge. As 
shown, these can only be distributed in the area of the arms or additionally over the entire 
length of the edge profile 2. 

An armrest 6 shown in Fig. 2 has a shape of a trapezoid with a pair of parallel- 
extending ends 11 and 12 and two sides 14 and 15. As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the armrest 6 
includes a horizontal insertion tab or tongue 7, which extends in the plane of the armrest 6 
from the side 14, and a vertical insertion tab or tongue 8, which extends at right angles to the 
plane of the armrest 6. The tabs or tongues 7 and 8 form a pair of tabs and the armrest is 
illustrated as having two sets of these pairs of tabs. In addition to the pairs of tabs or tongues 
on the one edge or side 14 of the armrest, the armrest is furnished with grip holes 9 adjacent 
an opposite edge or side 15. These grip holes can be gripped by a person moving the trolley 
or gurney to aid in controlling the movement of the gurney with a patient on the table top 1. 

As illustrated in Fig. 4, the armrest 6 is mounted on the table top by having the 
tabs or tongues 8 inserted in the slots 5 and, thus, the armrest 6 will lie in a plane 
substantially parallel to the plane of the upper surface 10 of the table top 1. This position is 
the horizontal position and is obtained when the vertically-extending tabs 8 are in the holes 5. 

The armrest 6 illustrated in Fig. 5 has been mounted with the tabs 7 received 
in the slots, so that the plane of the armrest extends substantially at right angles to the plane 
of the top or upper surface 10 of the table top 1. This serves the purpose of holding the 
patient on the table top during transport and, as mentioned above, the openings 9 can be 
gripped by the person moving the gurney to provide better control of the movement. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1, three slots are provided on the edge of the table top, so 
that the armrest can assume, in addition to the horizontal and vertical positions, a position 
along the length or edge of the table top. By providing additional openings or slots 5, 
additional positions along the length of the table top are available. 



Like the table top 1, the armrest can be formed of a carbon fiber material; 
however, other material can also be considered. The same is also true for the insertion tabs 7 
and 8. 

Although various minor modifications may be suggested by those versed in 
the art, it should be understood that I wish to embody within the scope of the patent granted 
hereon all such modifications as reasonably and properly come within the scope of my 
contribution to the art. 



